30     NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN: MAN OF PEACE

Joseph Chamberlain found time for other activities.
He joined, for instance, a debating society, and when
he became its secretary at the early age of twenty-
two he was already well known for his effective,
business-like methods of speaking and for the eye-
glass which he had lately begun to wear. He had
some leisure too for social existence, and naturally
found friends amongst those who like himself came
of Unitarian manufacturing stock. Notable among
these were the two branches of the Kenrick family.
The Kenricks were wealthy and respected citizens of
Birmingham, and Joseph Chamberlain was soon a
frequent visitor at both houses. He was especially
fond of visiting Berrow Hall, the home of Archibald
Kenrick, for there lived the daughter of the house,
Harriet Kenrick. Harriet was the same age as Joseph
Chamberlain, whereas Florence her cousin was at
that time only a schoolgirl. In October of 1861 he
proposed to Harriet, and they were married at the
new Meeting House.

The marriage was extremely happy, but unfor-
tunately short-lived. Their first child was a daughter
Beatrice, but the second, born in October 1863, was
a son, the future Sir Austen Chamberlain. Unhappily
Harriet died in childbirth, and Joseph Chamberlain
was left a young widower at the age of twenty-eight.
He took it very hard indeed, declaring at the time
"that it seemed almost impossible to live." It was
not until bis third marriage over twenty years later
that he ever referred to her in conversation with his
son Austen. Meanwhile he had to try and fill the
gap left by her death, and he found in work the most
enduring solace. But determinedly as he threw him-
self into the business of Nettlefolds, it was not
enough. Consequently he turned in the evenings to
welfare work and to Sunday school teaching, where
his eye-glass and tall hat, which he seldom removed,